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The Unitn of Burwa Bavy consists of thiryy-ene vessels)
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The W' Navy ba$ ne avistion componmt.,

With e exoeptice of the ex-British frigete "Ngu® and the :x-US
peoket bnh, the materis) condition of the vessels of the Unlon ¢! Purss
Navy is poer spd nﬁlniaal breskdomn is frequest. All technical -tores
and equipsent are purchased from the Royal Navy at Singapere. The epTee
of self-sufficimey is tisrefere atirdly dependst upen the "res: &' f
suppliss earried in Burwma.

The ssin suprly md repair base of the Burmese Nevy is looat: =t
Rangoom, snd o subsidiery supply base is melntxined &t Akysb, Preon
tasilities are capshble of muintaimng 411 evaft with the execeptio o ¥
*Nyw, which has to be geat; to $ingspare fer repsirs. The constinoti
#MMMm-pmq fnrumtm' supply of bape spare:
new «x-U3 wzm:mmmum thmx« some of tm ‘Land
mMqummmwmwwdmm m 23N
six shallow draft river gurhosts are eeder construction in Burmh,
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" ‘Officers 10
mm 1,380
Tokad 1,k

‘fratning of paval personnel his been prodominently British in natun:,
parter of tne officars being widar Pritish Structden ot say plve
W Alw mwum of ul.iwd wamﬂ. in Burma imlf u m &
MWW, aad mw&m 15 vaysly wdertakem, the carsien
MMMMM ndlqu‘hutm the MM?WW@!%M
‘ mmummm trainding, m,wwmm
of Lm;ﬁb M officimncy of thn Burpese Navy.

m of botk efficers and mum personnel has been faixly high.
Mm‘m«mmaw aaap MMvaqrmmmaum
tmlmuﬁmtwﬂ thowaﬁt;r a&t%ﬂn&ﬂnamalpwmﬂ tun
neb qm-ﬂuld

mm mmamm, the Burma Bgvy is prebably tho least
susceptible to w subvorsion becsuse of its long~bime apszociation
iith the Whh, The pro~Bri t1sh m;:mrm- of the pmmt leaders of

the Burmese Navy, however, have reniered them suspect in the eyes of che
Supreme Commander of the Armed Ferces, L$,Gen. Ne Win, When the latter
was Defause Mimistar his effarts to dincredit these officers and to hive
em replaced with pelitically relfabde but professionally incompetent
persennel constituted a threst te the norale aim effieiency of the servii:.
The resest ferced retiremsnt of the Ghief of Nhvel Staff and the suspen-
sien c! m junior officers reselied in the rbduﬂ.m of the pro-British
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'.!ho Bwma Navy has contyibuted to the suscess of the govsrrment
forees in restoring law and order 5in the delta ares amd in seguring c¢:-
trol over the inland watermays. 4iu & reasceebly efficlent force, the
m tlv ean be mpected to cantinue to carry eut armed reconnaisg ince
and um operatiens along the imdand watermays as well as oparabions in
mﬁrb of srmmd sction azaimst .'manrsunt soncentrations,

" Any resurgmuse of anued resistanee by the Communists against the
governmentt of Burma, 1f it oceurs, is 11!:01; to eriginate ir the areas of
northern and eastern Bursa adjoinixg Cemmurist China, where the Comsmm .sts
vill be beyond the operating range of the vessels of the Bugpma Navy.
Should Comsunist axmed rebellion espand from here into the lower reachis
of the Irrawmddy, 8ittang and Salwewmn rivers, however, the pavy may be
sxpected to becoms am inercasingly «ffective weapon with which to halt wis
Commpuxist advance.

Assuming that a Chinese Cosmirist invasiom wonld be by lsnd acra s
the common berder, Burmese maval apurations agaisst sush an irvesion # -uld
be largely cenfinsd to the Irrawuddy Delts helow Hemsada due o lack o
shallew draft cowbat types sultabls for upper river eperatien. The on /
combatant craft at present capuble of operating above Hemxada on the I o
waddy and in the Sittamg and Sulwes: rivers in sastern Burma are the
eleven ¢1d district patrol araft.
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_thou li;ht].y arsed cyaft could effectively resist = waterbam ¢
advance on Rengoon down the Irrsvaddy by ferces not possessing artil!cr,
A someshat strenger resistarce eculd be meds belew Henmada ss this # treteh
13 aceessidle to the ‘mra avil; ammed gunboats of the Burms Navy. Ihis
mtm could cnly dslay a Chinese Comeunist advance in forece ngl‘iinat

Rengoea via the Irrawaddy.
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